(LA SAYS ISRA”L
HAS 10 20 A-B0MBS

Briefmg'- for: Ai’rc'réf‘t G’Edu’*p
~Also Reports Soviet Space -
Effort m a'Shambles

,’ By DAVID BINDER &
" Speclal to The New Yoix Ttmes -
- WASHINGTON, . March- lo—
Tne Central Inteiligence Agency
eatxmates that Israel has 10 to
20 nuclear 'weapons *“availabje
for  use,” - according : to.: an
avency official quoted today by
a science journalist...”
. The: estimate. -goes well -,
yond pr°vxor.s Anﬁenca-z Judg-
iments . Israel’§ ‘nuclear
strength; both in quantxty and
_|State of readiness. .. - .
The disclosure of the -C. IA
{briefing in- today’s. issue of The
Washington Post ‘was made by
Arthur Kranish, editor of.Sci-
ence Trends, 2 weekly Washing-
ton- newsletter. He said he had
been: among. 150 -~ Washington
members of the American insti-
tute of Aeranautics and Astro-
nautics .invited to..the acency
last. Thursday.
R " The - mwtatxon sald “T‘xe
C LA, .will provide an unclass1-
field briefing to A ALA. mem-
bers on:C.L Al mtelhoence func-
tnons in’ suppo"t L of Umtnd
vStates policy fora pea\,eful
world.” It said there would be
refreshments .a buffet a brief-
ing:.and a2~ questwn and -an-
SWersession. . .. . .
The 3ournalxst saxd that arter,
a five-minuate briefing by senior]
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* s was “in a shambles” and prob-

: 4 glven circulation by CILA. of-

v capab;hty was too sensitive {o
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;. C.LA. officials the session was
opnede ot questions from the
.audience—most, he said, being
representatives of foreign and%
"domestic  aircraft manufac-}
turers.

Secret Data on Sov1et

. One of the questions dealt

with Israel’s nuclear capability,
‘Mr. Kranish said, and the re-
“sponding official’  gave: “a one-
sentence answer.’ .

" Other responses reported by

. Mr. Kranish made these points:

“‘that- the Soviet: space prograin

,ably incapable of handling -a
-hanned lunar-landing, that So-
viet science laage¢1n applying

. .advanced technology - such as
. in‘. construction-. of - dust-free
-.rooms for electronic assembly,
i.. that. three large Soviet ‘rocket
i+ boosters,; twice- the size of
{ American Saturn V rockets, had-
i exploded” and- that the- Soviet,
¢ reconnaissance-. satéllite pro-
j gram trailed several vears be-l
1-hind the American program..” |
|

e

- These estimates had" béen,

; ficials through . briefing for!
v newsmen dunng the last year.:
On - Israel’s nucien:r we¥p'~n
i proaram ‘The-Bosten Globe re-!
* ported last july ‘that American :
~‘Government __analysiz_believe;;
mtha» Israel-has mads.more- fhan !
10 nuclear’ weapods” but”indi-
~cdted this was based va cT-]
cufnstantial evidenT: —the dc-.
~velopment of a missile deh»cry‘
‘system "and ‘theoutput of Is-
rael’s : nuélear” reactors.:
Two-‘weeks ago’ a Govern-
ment - official to‘d The New
; York Times he “belisved” Js-
rael had manufactured 12.to0.15
nuclear weapons, but he. em-
phasized that this estimate was
based on empiric evidence,

Confxrmauon Wa, Rerusod

- A’ request by. The Timés. at
the C.LA. for ‘confirmation of
~the eéstimate was’ rejected “on
~'the grovnd that Jsrael's nuclear

dxscuss . e i

-Last- Thu'adav “before going|
to the. CIA. bnef'r'J I\I.
“Kranish called the »Vaxn.nuton
7-Post and ofiered to virite an ar-
pt'ce on “any news - “that might
“be forthcommo S |

tel’g
SEAY

5 ‘article, George Bush, the newly
f-u’l:talled d(re"tor of the C.LA.,
“issued a atatemem in whxch hp
“lzssumed “full responsibility”
i™or.the disclosure of ‘secret in-
-_'formatxon at the briefing.

Approved For Release 2007/06/22 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100040076-7

TIMES

‘{e said he told cificials be-
: fore and after the orizfing fhat-
_he intended. to. wriie-an 9mcle
¢about it and “me:i no 0.4%-
 tions.” Agen’cjr officials said to-
»day vigorous :'abjections had
“been made to Mr. Kranisi.

"In response to the Kranish

“Mr. Bush also-stated: .
‘There “was ‘a_ciear under-
: andmﬂr befOtﬂhand thats the!
dlscusuom -were. private ‘and

- rot-for pubhca‘!xon or further

dxssemmatmn .
~He added that he as “deter-
mxned it will not happen again

cand: will issue new guidelines,
with respect to what may- be
discussed at such me tmgs in{!
the future.” ki
"« Briefings for szens t
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““.Asked to explain the origin!
“of such mestings,” Angus Thuer-|
‘mer, the agency’s chief spokes-|
man, said tne C.I:A. had madej
a practice of: providing back-
ground: briefings : for select
groups cf pubhc ci
emphasis 7o T BUsia
tives, for-the last eight years.
The. aeronautics group brisfing!
was arranged by a memter who,
had attended a previous brief-
ing .for alumni of.the Harvard:
Busmess School.. two- 'nonths
aoo s : o :
H




